
TOA 10 
10 key messages for the week in 10 minutes 

13th December 2021



Dear Parents / Carers,

This holiday season, we are grateful for the support you have given to our school’s efforts to help 
others.  Our recent non-uniform day in support of Children in Need was a real success for the 
school, as was our fundraising last Friday.   

Last week, we supported two charities- Save the Children, a charity with an international reach, 
and Helen and Douglas House, a local charity which supports ill children in our community of 
Oxford.  Students were encouraged to show their support by donating, wearing their Christmas 
jumpers and taking part in our first ever Santa Run-pictures and information is further along in 
this week’s TOA 10. 

There are numerous opportunities for children to get involved in activities over the holiday 
period- please have a look and consider signing your child up. 

Remember we are here to support you- if you have a question or concern, don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 

With our best wishes for a happy and safe holiday,

Mrs Nora Ward 



For information
Teaching and Learning Focus: 

Silent solo - it’s how we practise at TOA

Silent solo is when students complete practice tasks independently and in silence. The teacher sets a 
time limit for the students to complete the task. Silent solos help students with their learning as 
distractions are removed so they can focus and produce their best work.

Silent solo has been explained to our students and will be used in all of their lessons moving forward.

What if my child gets stuck during the silent solo?
We don’t expect our students to be able to work independently all of the time. Teachers will make 
sure that they have modelled the task for students and will circulate the room to support students 
who are unsure or need more challenge.

What if my child doesn’t like being silent? 
Silent solo is an important strategy to help all students to focus on their work. Students will always 
know how long the silence is going to last and what they must achieve in that time. Silent solo does 
not last for the whole lesson, there will also be time for questioning and discussion. 



Pride and Diversity at TOA
At TOA we take our responsibility towards prejudice based bullying very seriously.  We are 
actively working on a whole school strategy to support young people to combat (HBT) 
homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying. 

So far we have collated information from staff and student surveys, as well as running thriving 
and well-staffed Pride clubs to give young people safe and affirming spaces to be themselves 
and support their friends. 

We want to be a Diversity Role model school and our work is currently focused on building 
confidence with staff through ongoing CPD; and awareness amongst students in assemblies, 
PSHE and beyond, this will help all of our students at TOA. 

If you have any concerns about HBT bullying please contact your child’s form tutor or head of 
year. 

You can find out more information about Diversity role models school program here.

https://www.diversityrolemodels.org/


Covid Updates

Please continue to encourage your child to test twice weekly, in line 
with current government guidance.

Please alert the school if your child is positive for covid.

Wednesday, 5th of January will be a Lateral Flow Testing day in school.  
That means that children will attend school ONLY for a covid test 
appointment, then return home.  More information to follow in a 
separate letter today.  



Home learning timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Year 
7

Maths
History
Art (A)

English
RE (A)

Science
Music (A)
Technology 
(B)

French/ 
Spanish (A)
Mandarin 
(B)

Geography 
ICT (B)
Drama (A)

Year 
8

Geography
ICT (B)

Maths
History
Music (A)

English
RE (B)

Science
Technology 
(A)
Drama (B)

French/ 
Spanish
Art (A)

Year 
9 

French/ 
Spanish
Technology 
(A)
Music (B)

Geography
ICT (B)

Maths
Drama (A)

English
History

Science
RE (A)
Art (B)

Year 
10

Science Option A Option B Maths
Option C

English

Year 
11 

English
Option D

Science Option A Option B Maths
Option C

● This timetable shows the day that home learning will 

be set on Google Classroom. The timetable is also on 

the school website. 

● Teachers will be rewarding students for completing 

home learning with raffle tickets, credits, postcards 

and phone calls home.

● Students are expected to attend at least one 

extra-curricular PE club as your home learning for core 

PE.

Why should students complete home learning?

● Home learning links with what students are learning in 

lessons to help practise and improve knowledge.

● Doing home learning will make the next lesson easier 

because your child will have more knowledge.

● All the research shows that students who complete 

home learning regularly will make an additional five 

months of progress each year than students who don’t 

- their marks will go up! 



Cold calling - it’s how we ask questions at TOA
Cold calling is when a teacher calls on a student to answer without asking for hands up. It help 
students in their learning because all students have to think of an answer in case they are selected.

Cold calling has been explained to our students and will be used in all of their lessons moving forward.

What if my child doesn’t know the answer?

We don’t expect our students to know the answers to every question. If they are unsure, the teacher 
will support them by coming back to them for a later question or guiding them through with a follow 
up question.

What if my child is shy or anxious and doesn’t want to be selected? 

Cold calling is an important way for teachers to find out what each student knows and understands. 
Where a student is not confident in answering, the teacher will support them to build confidence by 
checking their answer in advance, giving praise or adapting the question as appropriate.



For Celebration: Santa Run Well done to the 300 children and staff who took part in 
our first TOA Santa Run, in support of Helen and Douglas 
House.  Helen and Douglas House is our chosen local 
charity this year.  We have chosen Helen and Douglas 
House because they support young people in our 
community facing life limiting illness. 

Andrea Baganz-Pritchard from Helen & Douglas House said 
‘We would like to say a huge thank you to the Oxford 
Academy for organising a Santa run to raise money for 
Helen & Douglas House. I’m so pleased I was able to 
attend the event, which was great fun for both pupils and 
teachers. It was so amazing to watch 300 Santa’s running 
around a Sports field, made me smile all afternoon. The 
money raised will help local families ensure that we are 
there for them during the Christmas period, whether they 
need extra support at home from our community team or 
to provide support for bereaved parents who find 
Christmas a tough time of the year, after the loss of their 
child. None of this would be possible without amazing 
supporters like the Oxford Academy and everyone who 
took part.’



Looking for something great to do during the school 
holidays? 
There are lots of activities available during the winter holiday including 
football, multi-sports, art, drama and bushcraft. Many of these activities are 
free or very low cost. Some are even taking place at TOA! 

To see the full range of activities visit the following website: 
https://coordinate.cloud/haf-oxfordshire-county-council/



What is our Approach to Inclusion at The Oxford Academy?

At The Oxford Academy, our Inclusion team works in specialist hubs.  They identify 
and address barriers to learning, so that every child can be successful at our 
school. 

★Sky Offers specialist support to remove barriers to learning for young people with 
Autistic  Spectrum Disorder or Speech Language Communication difficulties.  

★Thrive Provides emotional and mental health support to enable vulnerable pupils 
who are  withdrawn and struggling due to high levels of anxiety to re-integrate 
and thrive in a mainstream environment. Thrive can also support pupils returning 
to school after long-term medical absence.  

★Achieve Offers a range of evidence-based literacy interventions which support 
pupils to  access mainstream lessons.  

★Resilience Short-term targeted interventions for pupils who are reluctant to 
engage with classroom learning.  

★Score Our numeracy support programme for those who find maths a particular 
challenge.



Key Dates- Back to School
For information

MONDAY, 3rd January: 
Public Holiday- School is Shut
TUESDAY, 4th January:
Staff Inset Training Day- No students in school
WEDNESDAY, 5th January:
Covid Testing- Students to attend for LFT appointment only.  Please monitor communication 
from the school regarding arrangements for this. 
THURSDAY, 6th January:
Lessons resume for all students.  We return to WEEK B

Please follow ‘The Oxford Academy’ on Facebook to receive 
updates, information and good news from the academy. 

 


