
June 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

We would like to share with you some exciting news about developments in the Inclusion
Department next year. From September we will be introducing our new 5-STARS intervention
programme. Our TAs will be working in five teams, all offering different interventions aimed at
supporting particular areas of need:

● SKY (Social Communication and Interaction) will support pupils with a diagnosis of ASD,
pupils with Speech and Language difficulties and those with hearing or visual impairments.

● THRIVE will offer a range of interventions aimed at supporting those with anxiety. Staff will
also support those returning to school after long-term medical absence.

● ACHIEVE is our literacy team which will offer a range of evidence-based interventions such
as Fresh Start, IDL and Talk for Writing.

● RESILIENCE will support those pupils who find it difficult to engage with learning in the
classroom.

● SCORE is our maths intervention team and will support those who need specialised, targeted
work in a particular area of maths.

Pupils can be referred to teams for consideration by members of the Inclusion team or by
any other member of staff, such as their Head of Year.
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This means the majority of our work will be targeted to small groups of pupils and there will be
fewer TAs in the classroom. This is in line with research which shows that pupils in a classroom
where a TA is present make on average no better progress than those taught in a classroom with
only one adult present. However, pupils involved in well-planned and evidence-based
interventions can and do make significant progress.

Pupils who meet the criteria for a key worker will continue to have that support. Their key worker
will be a member of the team linked to their main area of need.

We shall be sharing more information about this exciting process with you during the coming
weeks. If Covid rules allow, we shall hold an open event and invite you to come into school
before the end of term to meet with the team to ask questions. There will also be a brief
opportunity to ask questions during the upcoming SEND reviews.

In the meantime, please keep your eye on the website for further updates.

Kind regards,

Katherine Radcliffe
Senco


