
RESPONDING TO THE COMMUNITY 
• Survey of attitudes to Cowley Low Traffic Neighbourhoods.  
Littlemore residents weren’t consulted about the LTNs, so 
Councillors, led by Tiago Corais did a local attitude survey.  
The Parish Council is holding a public meeting from 
6.30-8.30pm on 17th February in the Village Hall both to 
present the results and to discuss recent transport changes (see 
page 3).  There will be brief presentations and a Q&A session 
with the following guests: 
Cllr Tom Hayes (City Council: Cabinet Member: 
Green Transport & Zero Carbon Oxford) 
Cllr Tim Bearder (County Council,  Cabinet Member 
for Highway Management) 
Cllr Duncan Enright (County Council, Cabinet 
Member for Travel & Development Strategy) 
Phil Southall (MD, Oxford Bus Company) 
Cllr Tiago Corais and Cllr Nadine Bely-
Summers (City Councillors for Littlemore) 

CoViD security measures mean that there is a 
hard limit on numbers attending: 40 spaces 
are available to the public.  Please book to attend this 
meeting: email transport@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk or 
send your name and contact information to 11 David Nicholls 
Close.  We welcome questions submitted in advance.  We will 
try to record the meeting and will publish a write-up in a future 
issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL. 

• Supported by Cllr Evans a group of residents canvassed LPC 
about the Application to build new homes beside the ring 
road off Sandy Lane West.  Cllr Pullen (lead of LPC Planning, 
and Community Engagement) hosted a zoom meeting: their 
views informed LPC’s response to the Application (see back page). 

• A resident wrote to LPC to request a litter bin at the new bus 
stop on Sandford Road.  ODS Ops Manager agreed within the 
day, and it was in place within days.  Thank you to ODS!  NB: If 
is used for fly tipping, it will be removed.                                                                   

• ALittlemoreCommunity, an action group based in Railway 
Lane, which formed in response to the Dominion Oil site 
planning application, has sought a meeting with Councillors 
which will go ahead at the end of January. 

• Concerns about the local bus network have been taken up by 
Councillors who also sit on City & County Councils (see p 4 ). 

DO YOU NEED FUNDING FOR LOCAL EVENTS? 
Local organisations can apply to the (County) Councillor Priority 
Fund for help with activities and events that support Littlemore 
residents.  See: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/community-
and-living/thriving-communities/councillor-priority-fund.  
Awards are at the discretion of individual councillors: each has 
£15,000 for 2021-2023.  The application deadline is 31st Jan ’23 
but monies will be allocated to eligible projects on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  Please contact me at an early stage to 
discuss your proposal, or if you would like help applying.   

Cllr Michele Paule: Michele.Paule@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 

LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL SMALL GRANT AWARDS 
There will be an extra round of awards this financial year: 
closing date March 1st.  See LPC website for details. 

POSSIBLE MOVE OF OXFORD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB 
We have known for some time that OUFC want to leave the 
Kassam for a better location.  Even so, their proposal to 
Oxfordshire County Council that they should lease part of 
Stratfield Brake near Kidlington came as a surprise.  The Parish 
Council sympathises with their reasons for hoping to move (see 
page 5) but we have concerns about: 
• the future of the supporters' group, and especially the 
longstanding relationship with students at the Oxford 

Academy & John Henry Newman Academy. 
•how loyal fans in south & east Oxford will 
reach the proposed new ground by public 
transport 
•what will happen to the stadium.  The area 
where it stands is designated for leisure and 
recreation: unless the covenant is revoked, it 
can't be used for other purposes such as 
housing.  It would seem wasteful and 
environmentally damaging to remove a 
relatively new structure.  If a distant team took 
on a lease, there might be even more traffic.   

• the fate of the 12th century Minchery Priory, one of relatively 
few mediaeval buildings outside the city centre, now boarded 
up and disused (see page 6). 

We have written to Anneliese Dodds MP to stress the 
implications for local people of a move away. 

                    Cllr Sue Stewart, LPC Chair 

LITTLEMORE ANNUAL LITTER PICK 
Please save the date: Sat 19th March 2-4pm.  As 
usual, the litter pick will start at the Community 
Centre and end at the Village Hall.                    Cllr Anna Railton 

UPDATE: SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES (SIDs) 
Our battery-powered SIDs are deployed on Sandy Lane West: 
there is so much traffic that the batteries are exhausted within 
days.  Having received a quote from the manufacturers (only 
one is needed for specialist work) LPC has voted unanimously 
to upgrade to solar charging.                          Cllr Michael Evans  

REMEMBERING KEN BARRETT 
We were sad to hear of the death on Friday 8 January of Ken 

Barrett.  He passed away in hospital after 
contracting CoViD.  Ken worked for the Parish 
Council for many years as senior groundsman.  
He led his team in establishing the planting 
which we enjoy to this day on the village 
green, in Sandford Road and elsewhere.  After 
retiring he continued to help with holiday 
cover and equipment maintenance.  He was 

very well liked and respected by his colleagues and everyone 
who came into contact with him.  Residents would often stop to 
ask his advice about gardening and much else.  The Parish 
Council sends sincere condolences to his family on behalf of all 
in Littlemore.                                      Cllr Sue Stewart, LPC Chair 

Painting (centre above): Littlemore back garden: Andrew Walton 
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL (LPC) : NOTICES



NEW ‘WHAT’S ON’ LISTINGS:   
Please find all established listings in the online issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
•Growing Minds Stay & Play at SM+SN Church: Thursdays 
10-11.30am.  For more information contact: lucy@homestart-
oxford.org.uk or 07734 389 799.                               Lucy White 

•First Aid Classes for Parents & Carers at LVH: the class on 
17th March (from 7-9pm) covers the Basics of Baby & Child 
First Aid and is for Parents, Expectant parents, Grandparents & 
Carers.  Babies in arms are welcome.  Learn about CPR, 
Choking, Burns, Bleeds & Breaks, Head Bumps, Febrile 
Seizures, and Meningitis Awareness.  Booking essential: 
contact Jade Morris: 07568 724 654: jade@minifirstaid.co.uk.  
For more information see: oxfordshire.minifirstaid.co.uk/
classes/classes-for-adults.                                         Jade Morris 

•Back at the Library: some familiar groups: see below. 

LITTLEMORE LIBRARY NEWS 
Our Pubic Library is fully open at The Oxford Academy, and 
familiar groups have started again: *Stay & Play for Under 5s 
and carers: weekly: Tues 2-4pm   *Friendly Friday Social event 
for adults: weekly: Friday 10.30am-12.30pm:  *Reading Group 
for adults: monthly: Monday 2pm  *Saturday Craft: for 
children & carers: weekly 9.30-12noon.  To find out more, 
speak to library staff: Monday 2-5pm | Tuesday 2-5pm | 
Thursday 9.30am-5pm | Friday and Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm.   

Sharon Ingram: littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

SALE OF 5.9 ACRE SITE IN ARMSTRONG ROAD. 
The Ellison Institute has bought a 5.9-acre site which includes 
the 41,417 sq-foot Littlemore 
House, currently leased by the 
media college SAE, and its 
grounds which come with 
planning permission for two 
office blocks for 300 staff with 
parking for 100 cars (see 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL: Issues 
436,439,440).   It is this US company’s first UK purchase: they 
are reported to have paid significantly over the £20m guide 
price.  The building is close to the Science Park (also in 
Littlemore).  The Institute plans to use it as a hub for the Global 
Health Security Consortium and other Ellison Institute projects.  
The GHSC provides insight, analysis and support for world 
leaders, to help them deal with CoViD-19 and prepare for the 
health security challenges of tomorrow.  GHSC is a joint 
initiative of the Ellison Institute for Transformative Medicine, the 
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, and a team of scientists 
at the University of Oxford.  The Ellison Institute's own research 
focuses on proteomics (the study of the body's proteins) and 
genomics, (the study of the body's genes, their functions and 
their influence on the growth, development & working of the 
body), and cancer-specific molecularly targeted therapy. 

OXFORD CITY ZERO EMISSION ZONE 
You can now apply for a discount/exemption for the ZEZ pilot 
scheme which limits driving though parts of the city: (see 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 435).  Apply at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/roads-and-transport/oxford-zero-emission-zone-zez/
discounts-and-exemptions.                                Cllr Anna Railton 

*THE LONGER VERSION OF LITTLEMORE LOCAL… 
…is available by email from the editor (see back page footer), and 
online at LPC website (see front page footer).  This time it contains 
the 4 print pages, plus 12 extra pages containing: 
correspondence between Councillors & the bus companies, 
more @ OUFC the Kassam Stadium & the Priory, What’s On 
Listings, news from Churches, TOA, and BBWOT…& more. 

LITTLEMORE VILLAGE HALL  
News: LVH is owned by the community and run by a small 
group of volunteers whose work ensures that sufficient funds 
are raised to keep the hall open for community use.  Though 
the pandemic has reduced bookings, our bank balance is 
healthy because Maggie Willis worked so hard to obtain grants.  
We have money to make a wide doorway into the back garden, 
and to improve the entrance ramp.  Thanks to a grant from 
Littlemore Parish Council we will soon have WiFi.  The next big 
project will be to remove the false ceiling and open up the roof 
space.  These are interesting challenges as LVH is a Historic 
Building in a Conservation Area.  We’ve managed without a 
Treasurer, but we’d be most grateful if someone could fill this 
rôle which should occupy an average of an hour a week.   The 
main responsibility is to collect & record payments from our 
customers (find news from two of them below).  If you’d like to 
know more, please contact me: Claire Drinkwater:  
c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 
Forthcoming events:  *Saturday Afternoon Tea & Cake: 
2.30-4.30pm:  *on February 5 there will also be stalls selling 
books & cards  *on March 5 the extra focus will be plant sales.  

OXFORD VILLAGE BAND at LVH 
This term runs from Jan 26th to March 30th.  We meet 8-9.30pm 
Wednesdays.  It’s for strings, winds or squeeze-boxes (not 
keyboards or percussion).  We play traditional folk music 
arranged in the style of a 19th Century village band.  We use 
written music, so you need to know your instrument.  The music 
is sent round beforehand by email.  Seating is socially 

distanced, we ask everyone 
to wear masks whilst moving 
around, and optionally whilst 
seated & playing (not the 
winds!).  Members need to be 
over 18.  Please bring your 

own music stand, take a lateral flow test before coming, and be 
fully vaccinated if possible.  The fee for the full term is £50.00 
(or £7.00 per session), but if you want to give it a try, contact 
me on dtmellstock@aol.com or 01865 714 778, and come 
along for a free taster session.                             Dave Townsend 

WOODTURNING at LVH 
Oxfordshire Woodturners Club meets at 7pm on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month except December (club AGM).  
Meetings are informal and consist usually of demonstrations or 
evenings which offer hands-on expire on a lath.  We’d love to 
recruit new members from Littlemore, female or male, no 
matter what level of experience: we offer free entry for the first 
two sessions!  Contact owc_secretary@yahoo.com for more 
information or see www.oxonwoodturners.com.         Ace North 

HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT… 
…Ox County Council’s draft Local Transport & Connectivity 
Plan: it aims to cut car journeys by ¼ by 2030, and by ⅓  by 
2040.   The hope is to deliver a zero carbon transport network.  
(See LITTLEMORE LOCAL Issue 442).  Consultation is open until 
Mid March at https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/have-your-say-on-
the-future-of-transport-in-oxfordshire.               Cllr Anna Railton 

CHANGED ROAD PRIORITIES AHEAD 
See LITTLEMORE LOCAL: Issue 441.  Significant changes to the 
Highway Code will soon take effect:  there will be a hierarchy 
of road users that ensures those who can do the greatest harm 
have the greatest responsibility to reduce the danger they may 
pose to others: the greatest responsibility will lie with motorists.  
and https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1037306/table-
of-change-to-the-highway-code.pdf.                 Cllr Anna Railton 
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The 3/3A is now run only by Oxford Bus Company.  The 
‘vaccination’ bus no longer serves the rail station.  Littlemore 
has no direct connections to the station.  It is argued that we 
don't need any as you can change bus in the High Street.   

The new 5A service is also Oxford Bus Company only.  It 
replaces the 12 and the 16: it has the following stops in the city 
centre: Queen’s Lane, St Aldates, Speedwell Street.  

The 39 & 40 services were introduced at the end of last year 
(see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 442).  They are River Rapids buses 
(a subsidiary of OBC).  You can pick up daytime buses: *at the 
stop at the top of Rose Hill  *by walking through Sainsbury’s car 
park and down the A4074 to the bus stop by the new estate 
south of Sainsbury’s  *or by taking the new footpath which runs 
to Sainsbury’s from Heyford Hill Lane.  

The 11X runs non-stop from the rail station (via Abingdon Rd, 
Redbridge P&R, & Sainsbury’s) to the car factory: it passes 
through Littlemore.  It’s a public bus but the service is designed 
to serve OBC depot and the factory only. 

Outcome for LM residents:  *Because our most of our local 
services are now run solely by OBC & its subsidiaries, it is 
cheaper to use a City Zone day pass when you need to change 
buses.  If you want to get to the Churchill/Orthopaedic 
hospitals via Cowley on a City Zone day pass, take the 5A and 
the U5.  *Some residents are better connected to the Leisure 
Centre in BBL.  *There is an additional route into town via Iffley 
Road.  *Evening services are improved, there are 3 night buses 
on Fridays and Saturdays, and you can go to Wallingford at 3 in 
the morning at the weekend if you need to.   *However there is 
no longer a direct bus service from this part of Oxford through 
Florence Park, and via Donnington Bridge Road to the 
Abingdon Road to connect with all the South Oxfordshire 
Buses, and take you to Hinksey Pool.  *Littlemore residents 
wanting to go by bus to Donnington Health Centre must now 
use the 3/3A (or take the 5A to Cowley and then the 20).  Find correspondence between our City Councillors  

and the bus companies on page 4 of the online issue. 
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OUR BUS SERVICES: main points:

The 5A runs from Minchery Farm via Cowley Rd. 
(There is no longer a service to Florence Park.) 
The 3A ‘vaccination centre’ bus no longer starts 
from the rail station but it does go to BBL. 
The 39 & 40.  Daytime services run from Westgate 
via High St, Rose Hill & the ring road to Wallingford 
& Reading: the evening service runs through 
Oxford Rd/Sandford, and there is a sporadic Fri/Sat 
night service.   
The 16 and the 45 are withdrawn.

3/3A 5A

ST1 X32 X1 are buses to Harwell Campus, Didcot, Abingdon, Marcham, Wantage

U1

46

MAP OF EAST OXFORD SERVICES YOU CAN USE ON A CITY ZONE TICKET 
NB   *the 1 and 10 still run but they are run by Stagecoach only so you can’t use them 
         on a City Zone Pass 
       *the 2, 3, 3A, 8 & 9 are Oxford Bus Company only 
KEY: Circles/squares = high/low frequency service.  Triangle 3B = school only service.



26th December 2021: LETTER FROM Councillors Charlie Hicks, 
Michele Paule, Damian Haywood, Paula Dunne, Amar Latif, 
Nadine Bely-Summers, Tiago Corais, Even Abrishami TO 
Oxford Bus Company and Stagecoach: 
‘As local representatives in Cowley, Littlemore and Donnington, 
we are very concerned about the decision to axe the number 
16 bus service from Minchery Farm to the City Centre.  We are 
writing to you at StageCoach and the Oxford Bus Company to 
ask you to reconsider your decision.  We are calling on you to 
work jointly with Oxfordshire County Council to urgently 
reverse a decision which will negatively impact residents in the 
Donnington, Littlemore and Cowley wards…  

‘We as local councillors are being inundated with emails 
expressing understandable concern…  This bus route connects 
residents in Littlemore, Cowley and Donnington to residential 
areas and to the city centre… 

‘Not only will the cut prevent Cowley and Littlemore residents 
from accessing Hinksey Park to use the swimming pool and 
facilities in that area, it will also prevent residents in Hinksey 
and Donnington from accessing affordable shopping areas and 
leisure in Templars Square which will have a knock-on effect to 
businesses in this area of Cowley…  

‘By cutting this service which many residents describe as their 
‘lifeline’, the bus companies are isolating many residents who 
rely heavily on it such as elderly and disabled residents, young 
families, and families on lower incomes…  

‘The 16 bus route connects a care home, community centres, 
medical practices and sheltered housing.  This bus is critical for 
the community as it enables residents in poverty to access 
community centres for free meals, residents who experience 
loneliness to access social groups, residents who are unwell to 
get to a medical practice cheaply and easily, parents taking 
children to Hinksey Park and residents accessing affordable 
shopping in Cowley… 

‘We are concerned about the negative impact this will have on 
elderly and disabled residents in our wards.  We also see this 
decision as widening inequalities for working people, residents 
on lower incomes and on new parents connecting to advice 
centres or to family facilities at Hinksey Park… 

‘We are building new affordable housing for residents so it is a 
concerning decision to cut crucial services when we should be 
increasing these services.  In particular there are new housing 
developments planned in Littlemore for the next two years 
which will increase the need for this service for new arrivals in 
the ward.  Littlemore is already lacking in infrastructure and 
amenities.  There are no GPs or dental practices in Littlemore 
and our vulnerable residents rely on public transport to get to 
their medical appointments including hospital appointments.  
There will be no direct route available anymore.…  

‘We as elected councillors in Littlemore, Cowley and 
Donnington have two points of concern around 
communication; the first is communication to residents about 
these changes to keep them informed about what is 
happening and making sure all residents are informed 
including those without internet.  The second point is the 
engagement and inclusion of Oxfordshire County Council in 
decision making to ensure public transport meets the needs of 
residents…  

‘We are deeply disappointed that these decisions were taken 
without any input at all from councillors.  We want to make the 
transport system work in a joined-up way and a way that 
represents residents’ voices and needs but we have to be a 
part of the conversation for that to happen… 

‘We strongly ask you to reverse this decision and find a solution 
that maintains this key bus service for Cowley and Littlemore 
residents…’ 

31st December 2021: REPLY FROM Phil Southall (MD of Oxford 
Bus Company, Thames Travel, Carousel Buses and City 
Sightseeing Oxford) and Rachel Geliamassi MD of Stagecoach 
West & Oxfordshire. 
‘…a sustainable multi-operator bus network that is fit for the 
future must minimise duplication, oversupply or ‘waste’ and 
this is – in part – what this network review aims to resolve… 

‘Unfortunately, the reality of the situation is that bus passenger 
numbers have been severely impacted by the pandemic and 
have generally recovered to only 70-75% of pre-CoViD levels.  
In recent days this has dropped to 65%.… ‘Combined with 
emergency CoViD-19 government funding for the bus industry 
being tapered down, this means that operators have had to 
reduce costs to prevent substantial operating losses – without 
taking action, the result may be the provision of all bus services 
in Oxford becoming uneconomic to operate and operators 
having to close down… 

'Oxfordshire County Council has indicated that revenue from 
fares currently makes up only around 65% of the cost of 
running the 16 service at the present time: in 2019 it was only 
making up 80%.  In the current environment, even achieving 
'break-even' in the foreseeable future is therefore unlikely… 

‘A new Oxford Bus Company city5A service will begin replacing 
elements of the Stagecoach 16 service.  It will operate every 30 
minutes on Mondays to Saturdays, and every 60 minutes on 
Sundays between Minchery Farm, Templars Square, Cowley 
Road and Oxford City Centre.  Florence Park is covered by the 
revised Oxford Bus Company city20 service on a more limited 
basis and Donnington Bridge Road is served by the Thames 
Travel service ST1.  For those public services that don’t have a 
direct link, a single change of bus or short walk will retain easy 
access.  Minchery Farm residents can still access Abingdon, 
Iffley Road and Donnington Surgery by changing buses at The 
Plain or at High Street.  People travelling from Littlemore can 
catch the 3A direct to Iffley Road and change in the City for 
Abingdon Road.  Most people in these areas are less than a 
10-minute walk from the Iffley or Cowley Roads where frequent 
services remain.  It is planned to do some improved publicity 
for Littlemore showing these connections once the changes 
come in… 

‘Overall, in the face of unprecedented challenges we believe 
we have found solutions to ensure Oxford still has an excellent 
bus network.  We hope that after a period of reflection, it will 
become apparent that East Oxford still receives an excellent 
bus service and that the changes are not as severe as some 
may have initially feared… 

Cartoon by Paul Steinberg: 1961 
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EXCERPTS FROM RECENT CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CITY COUNCILLORS AND OUR LOCAL BUS COMPANIES



Jan 11th 2022: LETTER TO LITTLEMORE CITY COUNCILLORS  
FROM OXFORD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB 
Dear Councillor, 
I am emailing on behalf of Oxford United Football Club to 
provide an update on the search for a new home to secure the 
club’s long-term future. Oxfordshire County Council have today 
published their agenda for the upcoming Cabinet Meeting, 
taking place on the 18th January.  At this meeting, Cabinet will 
be considering a proposal put forward by the club to lease a 
site for a potential new stadium, close to Oxford Parkway and 
just off the A34 at the existing Stratfield Brake Sports Ground. 
Matters are at a very early stage.  Cabinet will consider the 
club’s proposal at this upcoming meeting, and subject to their 
decision, the club will hopefully be able to move to the 
planning stage for a new stadium.  Whilst progress is 
dependent on the Cabinet decision, the club is delighted that a 
potential site has been identified that seeks to protect the 
club’s 129 year history within Oxfordshire. 
We understand that there will be a lot of interest in this news 
and that residents may turn to their elected representatives for 
further information.  As such, we are keen to ensure that you 
have heard from the club directly.  Please find attached a 
position statement from the club (extracts below).  We have 
established a dedicated email and telephone line for any 
enquiries on this proposal. Enquiries can be sent to 
oxfordunited@devcomms.co.uk or via the freephone 0800 080 
3175.  If you have any queries or comments, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
Our existing stadium is partly located in your ward and should 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet take the decision to 
proceed with our proposal, we would be keen to meet with you 
at an early stage to discuss your views, share our early 
aspirations for the stadium proposals and discuss any concerns 
you may have over the potential stadium move.  If this is of 
interest to you, please do provide some dates that you are 
available for a meeting and we will be in touch to get this set 
up. 
The club are committed to ensuring fans, residents and 
stakeholders alike are kept informed of the latest developments 
and will provide a further statement following the anticipated 
decision on the 18th January. 
Many Thanks, 
Pavitar K Mann | Senior Account Director 

10th January 2022: OUFC STATEMENT 
Oxford United Football Club are pleased to provide an update 
on the search for a new home to secure the club’s long-term 
future.  As many of the community will be aware, the Kassam 
Stadium is in third party ownership and the club’s license 
agreement ends in 2026.  The club has therefore been actively 
searching for a new site to secure a sustainable long-term 
future at the heart of the Oxfordshire community.  
The club is therefore delighted to announce that a site for a 
potential new stadium has been identified, close to Oxford 
Parkway and just off the A34 at the existing Stratfield Brake 
Sports Ground at Frieze Way, Kidlington.  The site is owned by 
Oxfordshire County Council who have been considering the 
urgent need to secure the future of Oxfordshire’s only 
professional football club following a formal proposal by 
Oxford United.  
Matters are at a very early stage and Oxfordshire County 
Council will be considering the club’s proposal at their Cabinet 
meeting on Tuesday 18th January 2022.  

Subject to Cabinet approval, (see footnote) Oxford United would be 
able to progress plans to seek planning permission for a new 
stadium on part of the site which would provide the facilities 
and capacity to meet the club’s future on-pitch ambitions and 
provide an unrivalled match-day experience.  The move would 
also seek to solidify and build on the club’s community outreach 
programme, ensuring our off-pitch offer expands in line with 
our long-term vision.  The move to a new stadium will not be a 
short-term process and will be subject to the normal planning 
permissions and requirements, including wide reaching and 
inclusive consultation with local residents, stakeholders and the 
community.  
The proposed stadium site is in a highly sustainable and 
accessible location, close to Oxford Parkway station, Oxford 
Parkway Park & Ride and the A34, enabling fans to travel to 
games using alternative and sustainable forms of transport and 
moving away from the reliance on cars necessitated by the 
current location of the Kassam Stadium.  

10th Jan 2022: STATEMENT FROM OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
Councillor Susan Brown, Leader of Oxford City Council, said: 
‘Oxford City Council will always take a close interest in our local 
sports clubs. Our priority is that the views of Oxford United 
fans are taken into account and that the future of the club can 
be secured over the next few years. We will do what we can to 
help them achieve that. 

'The views of local communities and user groups, the club’s 
supporters, and key stakeholders will be central to this, and we 
look forward to engaging with them all to secure the best 
outcome for Oxford - a successful Oxford United Football 
Club.’ 

EDITORIAL 
Oxford Mail traced Land Registry documents which show that 
Firoz Kassam’s Company Firoka (Oxford Leisure) paid £1.294m 
for the land at Minchery Farm: £994,000 for the land on which 
the Kassam Stadium now stands + £300,000 for the plot on 
which the cinema, bowlplex, restaurant & fitness centre were 
built.  The purchase was tied to a covenant which required that 
the land was used for leisure purposes: it included a repairing 
lease on Minchery Farmhouse (https://historicengland.org.uk/
listing/the-list/list-entry/1047672) which FK has challenged, and 
which is now almost derelict.  (See next page). 
Construction of the stadium had begun in 1997 but was 
suspended due to the club's continuing financial problems (the 
club, previously based in Headington, was on the edge of 
bankruptcy when it was bought by the late Robert Maxwell, and 
he and his children were directors until 1992 when they sold to 
Biomass Recycling). 
There was local resistance to building a stadium here because 
of fears of increased traffic but the developers promised a 
police presence to prevent cars using Sandford & Oxford Road 
as a rat run (this was never provided).  Kassam completed the 
stadium after buying OUFC for £1 and taking over its 
substantial debts, though the fourth side was left empty as 
three stands were enough for Oxford's place in the league 
(foundations are in place).  Kassam sold the football club in 
2006, but retained ownership of the stadium through his 
company Firoka with Oxford United (and later London Welsh 
RFC) as tenants.  So OUFC has lost a home.  Their 25-year 
tenancy expires in 2026.   
Footnote: The Cabinet meeting (18th Jan) is after LL goes to press, 
so will not be reported in LL until a later date.                        Ed 
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POSSIBLE MOVE OF OXFORD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB FROM KASSAM STADIUM



SAD NEGLECT OF LITTLEMORE PRIORY 
People walking past Littlemore Priory on their way to the 
Kassam Stadium are sad to see that it is deteriorating for lack of 
maintenance.  It’s one of the few mediaeval buildings in Oxford 
outside the city centre.  The original buildings dated back to 
the 11th & 12th century.  The Priory was originally linked by a 
path to the old Knights Templars base at what is now the Voco 
Hotel.  The large church which was the centre of the religious 
complex has been assessed by archaeologists.  You can see an 
account of their findings at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
england-oxfordshire-32706059 (and see pictures below).  
The Grade 2* listed building which we see today is 14th century 
and is thought to have been the nuns’ dormitory.  The nunnery 
was closed in the 1500s by Cardinal Wolsey because of 
scandalous behaviour amongst the nuns, though the details are 
a matter of some dispute!  It became a farmhouse and more 
recently a pub.  The building is owned by Oxford City Council 
and is let on a 99-year full-repairing lease to Firoka, the 
company set up by Firoz Kassam.  Firoka is obliged to keep the 
Priory in good repair but claims never to have agreed to this: it 
has appealed against attempts by the council to enforce the 
repair clause.  The Priory building has been empty and boarded 
up since 2013.  Would such neglect of an important building be 
allowed anywhere else in Oxford?  We doubt it!                        

               Littlemore Local History Society  

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 
• The building is owned by the city council but is on a 99-year 

full-repairing lease which runs until January 2062 and requires 
its tenant to keep it in good repair.  In January 2000 Firoka 
took on the lease from Mill House Inns.   

• Firoka was told it must carry out a survey, and necessary work 
after it got the go-ahead for the Hampton by Hilton Hotel in 
2005.  They did nothing. 

• In June 2014, the city council employed civil engineers to 
undertake a survey of the building.  The Morton Partnership 
found that The Priory was then structurally sound and but that 
work which would then cost about £21,000 was needed to 
keep the building from deteriorating. 

• In summer 2015 the land around the priory was evaluated by a 
team of archaeologists from John Moore Heritage Services as 
part of the planning application for the new hotel.  They 
discovered remains from 92 human burials (see below): many are 
presumed to be nuns, dating from the time the priory was 
founded in 1110 to its dissolution by Cardinal Wolsey in 1525.   

• One woman, likely to be a prioress, was discovered in a 
limestone coffin (see below right).   

• All remains were reburied on consecrated ground. 

• In September 2015, Firoka asked the city council to vary 
planning permission and to give it an extra six months to 
undertake repairs.  This was allowed in April 2016 – but Firoka 
was told it would need to carry out a new structural survey.   

• Rather than actually do the work it appears that Firoka would 
rather spend money on legal proceedings because in March 
2018, Firoka asked to remove that planning condition 
altogether.  It argued the repairs were outside the Hampton 
by Hilton Hotel scheme and that it was ‘unreasonable’ to 
expect the company to pay for the work. 

• The council disagreed and the conditions to repair the Priory 
remain in the planning permission for the hotel. 

• A breach of condition notice sent by the city council to Firoka 
in May 2018 tells Firoka: ‘The required further survey of the 
external condition of The Priory setting out a written scheme 
for the repairs of the building has not been submitted to and 
approved by the council… Furthermore, the repairs to the 
building have not been carried out within six months of the 
date of this permission…. This has allowed the further 
deterioration of an important designated heritage asset, 
increasingly the vulnerability of the building and putting it 
further at risk.’ 

• Apart from them members of Littlemore Local History Society, 
other heritage groups are concerned about it:  Gillian Argyle, 
of Oxford Civic Society has said that the group remains 
‘extremely concerned’ over what was happening to the 
‘precious building’. 

• The City Council 
threatened enforcement 
action and a small fine.  
Oxford Mail took up the 
case: in spring 2019 their 
reporter wrote ‘despite 
repeated attempts to find 
out whether such action 
has been taken, the council 
has given no reply’.   

If readers have any up to 
date information do write in 
to the editor. 

‘Thank you’ to Val Churchill for providing information for this 
article which was written in summer 2019 and is reproduced 

with slight amendments from issue 427 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL  
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LITTLEMORE PRIORY  : recently known as MINCHERY FARMHOUSE

The Priory today

The Priory in 2009 when it was a pub



WHAT’S ON in LITTLEMORE 
Regular Events: February - March 2022 
What’s On will depend on how the pandemic evolves, & on the 
organisers’ choices:  please contact organisers for clarification. 
———————————————————————————— 
KEY: LOCATIONS IN LITTLEMORE 

ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson Community Hall, OX4 4QB 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SVH Sandford Village Hall, OX4 4YN 
SM+SN St Mary & St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ (except for Rugby Club   

 which is  via Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH) 

• Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: at 
TOA: Parkour park + Tumble track, Stunts, Flips, Ropes, 
trapezes, silks, hoops, handstand canes & more.  Sundays: 
*10:30am-6pm: age 7-17 years    *6-7pm: 18+  Pre-book only.  
see: www.ukcfacademy.co.uk: Contact: Oliver Ward 03302 
233 995.   

• Afternoon Tea at LVH: Tea, coffee & delicious home-made 
cakes + an opportunity to meet your parish councillors: first 
Saturday each month: currently 2.30-4.30pm.  Contact Claire 
Drinkwater 01865 718 580  

• Air Cadets: ATC: see www.aircadets.tv/2210.  2210 (Cowley) 
Sqn are back in face-to-face training: we parade Mon & Wed 
from 7.30-9.30pm.  Please send enquiries to me, Flt Lt 
O’Riordan, oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk          

• Allotments: *Thomson Terrace: to join the allotment wait list 
contact Francis Glassborow: TTAA.Secretary2020@gmail.com, 
Tom Dyra 07867 931 487, or julia.brocklesby@gmail.com 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council Website or Restore website) and *Denny 
Gardens (see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

• Angling Society: Extensive local still, & flowing waters: find 
fixtures in table on p 14.  Permits are available in all local 
tackle shops and via website: 
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk.  Contact Alan Campbell, 
alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 07789 334 710 

• Army Cadets: ACF: If you’re aged 12, and in year 8, and are 
interested in learning news skills, & making news friends, the 
Army Cadets is for you.  We parade on Thursday nights from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.  Please see www.armycadets.com/county/
oxfordshire-acf Oxfordshire for more information or contact 

Colour Sergeant S Turner, Detachment Commander on 
9882turne@armymail.mod 

• Barberi Club: a social group whose activities are currently 
tailored to suit older people, though we’d love to attract 
younger members: BDB Church Hall: Wednesdays 
10-12noon: please contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

• Bowls (Indoor): IBC: Sandy Lane West OX4 6NA: see 
www.oxbowls.co.uk.  

• Childcare: Littlemore Preschool: LCC: M-F 9-12noon: term-
times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: to go on our 
waiting list please drop by when we are open or contact us 
for an application form: Manager: Hayley Cox: 
littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk.  Phone 01865 396 449 
when open, or Follow us on Facebook: Littlemore Playgroup 

• Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: TOA  8am to 5.30pm, 48 
weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 972, 
littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

• Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: Oxford Science Park: 
open all year for children aged 3 months-5 years.  Please 
contact Charlotte Dagg:  01865 777 167 or 
osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk  

• Children’s Groups: JHN: groups for under 5’s & their 
parents/carers: term time only: for enquiries please call 
Hannah Jamieson on 01865 772 495 

Peep at JHN  *Monday 9:30-10:30am:  Come along for 
storytelling, singing and activities.  Refreshments provided.  
FREE of charge.  Please come to school main reception.   

Stay & Play at JHN: *Tuesday 9:15-10:15am - JHN Stay & 
Play.  Join us for toys, books and ride-ons etc.  
Refreshments provided.  There is a voluntary donation of £1 
per family.  Please come to the school main reception.  

• Children’s Groups: Peep Groups: for babies, 1- & 2-yr-olds: 
various locations: see www.peeple.org.uk/peep-groups-
oxfordshire.  Sessions offer singing, stories, & time to talk to 
practitioners.  Please contact families@peeple.org.uk or 
phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 716 098 to see what’s 
available for you. 

• Children’s Groups: Stay & Play:  
Little Chuggers: SHQ: for children aged 0-4yrs and their 
parents and carers: find updates on our Facebook page and 
group.  More volunteers would be fantastic so we can build 
a team: please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 038, 
littlechuggers@gmail.com 

Stay & Play at the Library (see Library) 

Stay and Play at SM+SN (see Growing Minds) 

• Churches: see separate Faith Group listing below 

• Coffee morning and Sing-along: SM+SN: Mondays 10.30-
noon: drop in for coffee, cake, conversation & song: contact: 
Malcolm Atkins: malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

• Community Café: LCC: alternate Fridays: 10am-12noon: 
open to all: Hot and cold drinks, cakes and snacks.  Board 
games & mindful crafts for adults and children.  Monthly 
events including raffles and bingo.  Discreet food parcels 
available: contact Dee Edmead: edmeaddenise@gmail.com 
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• Community Emergency Food Bank: OPEN at EKH: see p 11 
for more detail or contact Andrew Bevan, 01865 514 374, or 
07799 532 177 

• Conservation Work Parties: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife 
Trust.  Based in Littlemore: we have nature reserves which 
offer days out and outdoor opportunities to volunteer.  See p 
13 for our latest project.  Contact: info@bbowt.org.uk or see 
www.bbowt.org.uk 

• Crafting for children + carers: see Library 
• Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: TOA: Thurs 7.45 for 

8pm: Beginners’ & Intermediate classes + social dancing.  
Modern Jive is easy to pick up and huge fun: you’ll be 
dancing by the end of the evening!  All ages are welcome: no 
partner is required.  For CoViD-safety reasons you may stick 
with your own partner if you wish.  Please get in touch to 
express an interest:  contact Coralie Green: 07767 360 854, 
coralie@jiveplus.com  

• Dance, Drama, & singing classes with JIGSAW-ARTS: TOA: 
for 3-18 yr-olds: term-time: Saturday mornings: 90 minute 
sessions for children aged 3 to 6, and 3-hour sessions for 
children aged 7 to 18.  Two-week trials available for all new 
students.  Call Becky Varey on 01865 564 580 or visit 
www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk/oxford  

• Dementia Support: Daybreak: Rowan Club: LVH: Mondays 
9:30am to 2:45pm.  Club meetings offer activity, stimulation, 
involvement, fun, and a safe social environment for those with 
dementia.  Anything from word games, quizzes, singing and 
dancing, to gentle exercise and music.  To find out more, and 
arrange a visit, please contact Jitka Fort on 01865 776 744 or 
visit our website at www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk' 

• Faith Groups: see separate entry below 
• First Aid Class for Parents & Carers: LVH: 7-9pm 17th March: 

see p 2 for details.  Booking essential: contact Jade Morris: 
07568 724 654: jade@minifirstaid.co.uk.  For more 
information see: oxfordshire.minifirstaid.co.uk/classes/classes-
for-adults. 

• Football Coaching with Oxfordshire Skill Acquisition 
Academy: TOA: professional coaching with UEFA-qualified 
coaches, suitable for boys and girls of all abilities aged 4-12 
years:  *Tuesdays 5.30-7pm age 4-7, and *Fridays: 5.30-7pm 
age 8-12.  For more information contact Adam Bowerman & 
Declan McGovern on info@osaacademy.co.uk 

• Football Coaching at TOA 3G Dome: offered by Oxford 
United in the Community: for girls & boys age 4-13 years: 
Tuesday evenings: *5-6pm age 4-8   *6-7pm age 9-12: see 
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited or contact 
Maria Waskiel-Smit at community@oufc.co.uk 

• Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore and 
have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to find 
out more about the Growing Minds project & about receiving 
free books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Hayley 
Hayle on 07864 311 964. 

• Growing Minds Stay & Play at SM+SN church: Thursdays 
10-11.30am.  For further information, please contact Lucy 
White.  Email lucy@homestart-oxford.org.uk or call Lucy on 
07734 389 799 

• Gym: TOA: weekdays 5pm-10pm, weekends 9am-9pm.  We 
have Cardio machines (Treadmills, Cross trainers, rowing 
machines & bikes) free weights, and assisted weight 
machines.  To arrange your £15 monthly membership: either 
pop in at reception during gym opening hours or contact us 
on ox4@theoxfordacademy.org 

• Halls for Hire: see separate listing below 

• Isis Ringcraft: show training for dogs and their handlers: face 
to face classes not yet running again at LVH: for updates 
contact Sara Nixon: txt: 07721 939 800 

• Karate: Thursdays: at JHN: *age 4-6yrs Thursdays 3.30-4pm 
*age 7-14yrs Thursdays 4-5pm. Chris Wilmott, 07880 636 123 
or chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

• Kendo: TOA: 2.30-4.30 Saturdays: Japanese samurai 'sword' 
fighting with bamboo shinai & wood bokken: for boys+girls, 
men+women age 4yrs to 60+: contact Rowena Dossett: 
Oxford City Kendo Club 07711 285 730, 
rowenadossett@aol.com, or see www.oxfordkendo.com 

• Lacrosse: TOA: Oxford City Lacrosse Club offers men's, 
women's, boys', and girls' training at the all-weather facilities 
at The Oxford Academy.  We train on Monday evenings from 
6:30pm and everyone is welcome, from complete beginners 
to experienced players.  See @ fb: OXLAX,  and 
www.oxfordcitylacrosse.co.uk for more info: contact us at 
oxfordcitylacrosse@hotmail.com 

• Library: Home Library Service: a Home Pick Up & Delivery 
with 2 metre social distancing at door.  Contact Kevin Salway, 
01865 810 259: homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• Library: Littlemore Public Library: OPEN at TOA: Monday 
2-5pm | Tuesday 2-5pm | Thursday 9.30am-5pm | Friday and 
Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm.  Contact Sharon Ingram: 
littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk. Regular events: 

Stay & Play for Under 5s and their carers: toys and 
refreshments are provided: weekly: Tues 2-4pm: speak to 
library staff to register interest 
Friendly Friday Social event for adults: refreshments, 
games, crafting, chat: weekly: Friday 10.30am-12.30pm: 
speak to library staff to register interest 
Reading Group for adults: monthly: Monday 2pm: speak 
to library staff to register interest  
Saturday Craft: for children & carers: materials provided: 
weekly 9.30-12noon: just drop in 

• Littlemore Local History Society: ONLINE via zoom until 
May 2022:  3rd Weds most months (not December).  Talks 
start at 7.30 pm, virtual doors open at 7.15pm.  Contact the 
secretary: history.littlemore@gmail.com or see: 
littlemorelocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com 

• Menopause support: ONLINE and in person: Group or 1:1 
sessions with Nina Galley qualified coach and nutritionist: 
changing the story of menopause one foggy brain at a time!   
Get the support you deserve at this transitional time of life.  
Visit www.nourishingspace.co.uk or contact 
nina@nourishingspace.co.uk for a no-obligation chat. 

• Men’s Breakfast: SM+SN: 2nd Saturday of the month, 
9-10am.  Join us for a Full English and time to talk!  
Suggested donation £5.  Booking required, email 
julian.armitstead@btinternet.com. 
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• Music: Community Orchestra: TOA: Weds 7-9pm term 
times.  New members always welcome - no auditions, we just 
play for fun!  See www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

• Music: Newman Concert Series at SM+SN: Sundays at 6pm: 
free with a suggested donation of £10: see flier on page 12.  
Contact Eve McWilliam: admin@littlemorechurch.org 

• Music: Jubilee Brass: If you are a brass player and would like 
to come along to a friendly brass band, all players are 
welcome.  We rehearse Monday/Friday evenings at 
Grace Church Cowley, OX4 2ES.  Please contact Cliff Sadler: 
jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com for details. 

• Music: Jubilate Band: SM+SN: plays in the monthly Jubilate 
Church Service for SM+SN church: contact Rev Margreet 
Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org. 

• Music: Oxford Village Band: LVH: Weds 8-9.30pm termly: 
end January ’til 26th March.  For over 18s only: Traditional 
Folk Music in Harmony in the style of English village bands of 
Thomas Hardy’s time.  Suitable for most squeeze-boxes, 
woodwinds, brass, fiddle, viola, cello & double bass.  See 
page 2 for more.  Contact Dave Townsend - 
dtmellstock@aol.com or 01865 714778 

• Music: Piano Lessons, & Music Theory: Littlemore: tuition 
for students of any age or stage: Robin Hagues, 01865 770 
894, robin@robinhagues.co.uk (enhanced DBS available for 
inspection) 

• Music: Violin Lessons: for students of all ages and levels 
(Littlemore or online).  Learn a range of styles at your own 
pace from experienced and enthusiastic violin teacher Kirsten 
Williams.  Each lesson balances repertoire, music theory and 
violin technique.  Contact: Kirsten at 07397 563 470 
or k.williams@nurturedcreativity.org 

• Oxford Aerial Arts (Pole & Aerial Dance, and fitness for 
all): TOA: weekday and weekend classes for all levels. First 
class free using code OAA1STFREE.  Book at 
oxfordaerialarts.com/timetable.  Contact Nicola Ghalmi: 
07909 974 256, oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com  

• Pilates: Clever Movement Classes: Face-to-face individual & 
Group classes in Littlemore & Iffley with Jane Callaway, 
Physiotherapist.  Some classes continue ONLINE.   All are 
open to new members: see www.clevermovement.co.uk and 
contact: janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk 

• Pop-Up Pilates (Physiotherapist-led) at LVH: Weds at 
*5.30pm & at *6.30pm: ONLINE sessions also available: 
contact Lauren McLeod 07731 321 991, info@pop-up-
pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com.  

• Reading Group for adults: see Library 
• Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: Open Monday-

Friday,10am-2:30pm, pre-order to collect later.  Please check 
our website: www.restore.org.uk or our social media channel: 
oxrestore for updates.  Contact Amy McCauley 
littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk or 01865 902 098.. 

• Rhythmic Gymnastics Club: for girls from the age of 4years: 
TOA: *Tuesdays 5-6pm , 6-7pm | Fridays 5-6pm, 6-7pm |  
Saturday 9-10am, 10-11am: contact Zuzana Gergelova 
info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 

• Rugby Training (Littlemore Rugby Club Senior): TOA: 
Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH.  Info is updated daily @ 
fb: Littlemore RFC-Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 
07515 120 460, carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason Chambers 
jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

• Rugby training (Littlemore Rugby Club Mini & Junior: 5-14 
yrs, all abilities welcome): TOA: Northfield Close entrance: 
OX4 4NH:  training Sundays at 10am.  Please contact John 
Perry 07766 954 922 or lrfcminichair@gmail.com for more 
information.  

• Slimming World: RBL: dietary advice and support: Thursdays 
5.30 and 7pm (current govt CoViD advisory practices apply): 
Sarah Phipps: 07921 187 625 or sltinton@aol.com. 

• Social Groups for adults: see Afternoon tea, Barberi Club, 
Coffee morning +sing-along, Community Café (children 
welcome), WI, & the Library listings.  

• Women’s Institute: SVH: meets at 7.30pm on 2nd Thursday 
in each month usually in Sandford Village Hall (August is a 
special social meeting).  Contact: Jill Love 01865 716 557, 
jpappslove@hotmail.com, Carole Tasker 01865 748 300 or 
07876 701 151, or caroletasker27@gmail.com, or message 
our Fb page Sandford-on-Thames Women's Institute.  

• Woodturners Club: at LVH: Club nights are second Thursday 
each month except December (club AGM): 7pm start.  
Newcomers are very welcome, no matter what level of 
experience: entry is free for your first 2 sessions.  Contact 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com for more information or see 
www.oxonwoodturners.com.   

• Yoga: Mama Flow Yoga: with Sara Barker:  Senior Yoga 
Teacher, trained in Osteopathy, Acupuncture, Pilates & Yoga. 
Women’s Health, Pregnancy, Post-natal & Baby Specialist.  
Booking essential at www.momoyoga.com/mama-flow-yoga 
or Message 07974 647 124 

Baby Yoga & Post-natal Yoga: LVH: Tuesdays at 10.30am.  

Pregnancy Yoga: LVH: Mondays at 7.30pm.   

Women’s Yoga Circle: LVH: Tuesdays at 7.30pm.  

• Youth Club: LCC: Thursdays 4-6pm: open young people 
aged 11-19.   Contact Paul Alcorn, Active Communities 
team: 07483 011 060 or  palcorn@oxford.gov.uk  

• Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

• Zumba: TOA: Mondays 7-8pm: those over 15yrs of age, and 
of all ability are welcome: booking is essential: see 
www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk or contact Steffani Herring-Hall 

• Zumba Fitness & Toning: LCC: Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 pm and 
Thursdays 6:30pm-7:30 pm: suitable for all fitness levels - 
there are many ways to keep fit and/or lose weight – some 
are just more fun!  £6 per class (concession if attending multi 
classes in month).  Contact: Pat Meade 07957 491 868 or 
patsimeade63@gmail.com 

———————————————————————————— 
Listings are all free: all the editor asks is that they are 

confirmed or updated every 2 months, so that they are 
definitely up to date.  If you know of anything that should be 
listed, please contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

———————————————————————————— 
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FAITH GROUPS: general info: for church news see page 12.  
• St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, 

near OX4 4PB: website: www.littlemorechurch.org.  
Vicar: Rev Margreet Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org.  
General enquiries: admin@littlemorechurch.org,  
*Sunday Services 
Our Sunday Church service is at 10am.  Online zoom Services 
continue for those unable to attend.  Find a link for the zoom 
meeting on: www.littlemorechurch.org/church-services.html 
*Prayer: the church is open for prayer: 

• Silent Prayer - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 7.30am 
• Morning Prayer - Tuesdays and Thursdays: 8.30-9am 

*We also have several online prayer meetings: 
• Contemplative (Silent) Prayer, especially for beginners and 

explorers: Thursdays 7pm fortnightly. 
• Silent Prayer: Mon, Weds & Fridays at 7am for 30-45 mins.  

You can join us for any length of time.  Please see the website 
for Zoom details & updates, or email admin (above). 
*Open Church: 10am-12noon Wednesdays: the church is 
open for visits, coffee, prayer, conversation.  

• Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group:  We 
meet weekly on Wednesday evenings, at various locations in 
Littlemore.  For details, contact Paul Billingham: 
pauldavidb@gmail.com.  For more information about 
Emmanuel Church, see: www.emmanueloxford.org. 

• Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, Chapel 
Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB:  www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk. 
Sunday service is now 10:30am-12noon: the windows are 
open for ventilation; please wear a mask, use hand sanitiser, 
and have a lateral flow test no more than 24 hours before.  
For Friday 5pm Prayer meetings contact: Rev Jeryl Bayona: 
07903 745 807, or jeryl.bayona@littlemorebaptist.org.uk. 

• Blessed Dominic Barberi Roman Catholic Church, Cowley 
Road, Littlemore, OX4 4JX   Contact: Fr Zbigniew Zieba (Fr 
Ziggy) bdb.oxford@rcaob.org.uk,  01865 778 454.  

• New Life Church: Sunday services in Nepali, for Nepalese 
believers, at Littlemore Village Hall: see: www.nccuk.org/site/
church/new-life-church 

———————————————————————————— 
ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… an independent charity,  
grant-aided by Oxford City Council  
& supported by Littlemore Parish Council.   

We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & Littlemore, and offer free 
advice in confidence to all local residents looking for help 
sorting out benefits, debt, and housing issues.   

Should the need arise, we will represent you in Courts of Law 
(for debt, rent arrears, eviction or mortgage repossession). 

Find us: in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF 

Drop in sessions: 
Monday 9:30am-12:30pm | Tuesday 2pm-4pm | Wednesday 
9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 2pm-4pm 

Appointment only sessions: 
Monday 2pm-4pm | Tuesday 9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 
9:30am-12:30pm 

You can also find us:  
   *online at rhdadvice.org  
   *email: admin@rhdadvice.org.  
   *freephone 0800 170 0156 or 01865 438 634  
         Monday to Thursday from 9.30am to 4.00pm. 

Sarah Meziu, Manager 

THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
www.cefoxford.co.uk  
If your household is facing a shortage of essential, non-
perishable food, you can ask to be referred to us:  please 
contact your doctor, one of the advice agencies, a community 
or housing worker, your children’s school, a church minister, 
counsellor, or other professional person to refer you.  
Following referral you will be able to collect a food parcel: its 
size will depend on your circumstances & household size.  You 
may pick up your parcel within 2 weeks of your referral.  Please 
bring identification for yourself & anyone you are collecting for. 

• Monday & Wednesday 12 noon to 2 pm:  Barton 
Neighbourhood Centre: Underhill Circus, OX3 9LS 

• Tuesday & Friday 12 noon to 2 pm:   St Francis Church, 
Hollow  Way;  Headington, OX3 7JF 

• Thursday  10 am to 11:30 am:  Littlemore Baptist Church: 
Edith Kempson House, Chapel Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB 

If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk                                   Andrew Bevan 

———————————————————————————— 
HALLS FOR HIRE: potential hirers must complete a risk assessment, and 
comply with CoViD-19 regulations. 
• The Oxford Academy: Beecroft Theatre, Bistro Hall, Events 

Rooms, Sports Hall, 3G Full size floodlit pitch, 3G Dome, 
Astroturf pitches, Grass pitches, Dance Studio, Fitness Suite, 
Drama studio and Classrooms:  
at TOA, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, OX4 6JZ.   
Contact OX4 Community Facilities: 01865 783 238 or 
ox4@theoxfordacademy.org  

• Littlemore Village Hall: Hall with kitchen, stage & garden:  
at Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   
Now available to hire for organised classes, formal meetings 
and worship for limited numbers observing social distancing.  
The Hall Committee regrets that the Hall is not yet available 
to hire for informal parties or family gatherings.   
See website at www.littlemorevillagehall.org.   
Contact: littlemorevillagehall@gmail.com 

• Royal British Legion Littlemore: Functions rooms, Games 
room with snooker tables, darts boards and Bar:  
at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ. 
See www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.   
Contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com. 

• The Newman Meeting Place: various flexible spaces 
including a kitchen able to cater for 100: suitable for 
meetings, conferences, exhibitions, groups, concerts etc:  
at St Mary & St Nicholas Church, Sandford Road, nr OX4 4PB. 
See www.littlemorechurch.org/venue-hire.html 
Contact julian.armitstead@btinternet.com  

———————————————————————————— 
GENERAL PRACTICES 
There are no Primary Medical or Dental services in Littlemore: 
the following GP surgeries officially cover Littlemore: 
Donnington Medical Partnership: 01865 771 313 
  1 Henley Ave, OX4 4DH 
Cowley Road Medical Practice: 01865 791 850 
  Manzil Way, Cowley, OX4 1XD 
Hollow Way Medical Centre: 01865 777 495 
  18 Ivy Close, Cowley, OX4 2NB 
The Leys Health Centre: 01865 778 244 
  Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
St Bartholomew’s Medical Centre: 01865 242 334 
  Manzil Way, Cowley Rd, Cowley, OX4 1XB 
Temple Cowley Health Centre: 01865 777 024 
  Temple Rd, Cowley, OX4 2HL 
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ARE YOU ISOLATED AND ANXIOUS? 
Mind Oxfordshire can provide a 30 minute appointment with a 
wellbeing worker who will offer a safe space to talk about 
what’s going on for you, and signpost you to other services.  To 
book: call 01865 247 788, text 07451 277 973 or email 
info@oxfordshiremind.org.uk. 

———————————————————————————— 

ELEGY ON THE LOSS OF THE GREEN BELT 
The New Frontier, by John Wilde 

The new frontier is here 
in Armstrong Road, 
high defensive walls 
under full-time guard. 
Look upon these ramparts, 
Sandford, and despair. 

———————————————————————————— 
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OTHER USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
————————————————————————————- 
 LITTLEMORE SCHOOLS 
Emmanuel Christian School: www.ecschool.co.uk,  
    email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy: www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School:  
    www.st-john-fisher.oxon.sch.uk   
————————————————————————————- 
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE  
Rose Hill Community Centre,  
Carole’s Way, OX4 4HF 
Now under the leadership of Sgt Rosie Campbell.   
Contact the team: 
• Ring 101 for non emergency calls, or 999 for emergencies 
• email OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
• Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or  
• Facebook – ‘Thames Valley 
Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 

———————————————————————————— 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
• To report needles, sharps, offensive graffiti, or graffiti on public 
buildings, council properties and in parks, cemeteries and bus 
shelters: report online at https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/
do_it_online or telephone Oxford Direct Services on 01856 249 
811 (they’ll give advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

• To report Dog Fouling, Noise, Fly Tipping etc:  
Contact the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council:  
email saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk, or phone 01865 252 969.   

• To report a lost, or a stray dog: contact the Dog Warden service 
at the City Council:  on 01865 249 811 or www.oxford.gov.uk/info/
20059/dogs/166/report_a_lost_dog. 

• Out of Hours Noise Complaints: 01865 249 811.  
• To report Anti-Social Behaviour, contact the police on 101 (999 if 
it’s an emergency) or the Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation 
Team, Ox City Council: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
01865 252 969. 

• To report Illegal parking email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or go 
to https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reportparkedvehicle.  
If a road or pavement is obstructed, call the police on 101.  

• If you don’t know who to call to report things that need fixing, 
cleaning or clearing, like potholes, noisy manhole covers, or out 
of phase street lights, go to FixMyStreet: www.fixmystreet.com. 

• To join our local Neighbourhood Watch Group, email: David 
Henwood: dhenwood9@gmail.com or see www.ourwatch.org.uk. 

————————————————————————————

We’re delighted that competitive sport and inter-school 
competitions have returned to Oxford Academy this academic 
year.  Whilst we continued our full range of enrichment 
activities throughout the pandemic, including 
during lockdowns, all competitions were 
suspended last year.  Playing against other 
schools and representing our school is such an 
important part of life here at TOA, and 
something our students have really valued.  
Here is a round up of how our basketball and 
football teams have fared in term 1: 

Basketball:  
This sport has recently exploded in popularity 
at TOA, with Mr O'Hanlon and Mr Foster 
having joined the TOA PE department.  We 
have entered into the County basketball league 
for both our male and female teams at Key 
Stages 3 and 4.  This is the first time our female 
teams have participated in any basketball 
fixtures, and while we may not have always had success on the 
court, the teams are learning to gel and develop their skill set 
through regular training together.  We look forward to 
continually driving this sport forwards at TOA, where we are 
certain more success will follow.  Thank you to Mr O' Hanlon, 
Mr McCullagh, Mr Beckford, and Mr Foster for all the time and 
effort they have put into working with these teams.  

Football: 
Football at TOA is one of our more popular sports, where we 
reach higher levels of success; we have well established groups 

as well as new developing teams forming in the 
younger years.  At the start of the term we saw 
our Year 7 Boys and Girls football teams win the 
Indoor 5-side tournament district cup.  Both 
teams played 4 different secondary schools 
from the Oxford City area.   
The Year 10 Boys and Year 9 Girls football, led 
by Mr Baptiste and Miss Wattem, made it 
through several rounds of the national cup 
which involved over 800 schools.  Both teams 
unfortunately came up short just before the 
quarter final rounds, with Year 10s travelling to 
Bedford to play Redbourne school and losing 
deep into extra time, and Year 9 girls losing 3-0 
to The Cherwell School. 
Thank you to Miss Wattam, Miss Fidler,  

Mr Baptiste, Mr Thomas, Mr Beckford, and Mr Peterson for their 
time and effort working with these teams.  

In addition to the success of these teams, there was individual 
success to celebrate: Demi Lovatt, Xiomara Wellington-Faissal, 
Iva Georgievska were all chosen to represent the school at 
Oxfordshire schools County level as a result of a successful trial 
period that took place at the beginning of the academic year.       

                Nora Ward, Head

TERM ONE : SPORTS ROUND UP FROM THE OXFORD ACADEMY

photo © TOA: all permissions received



ST MARY & ST NICHOLAS CHURCH: NOTICES 
Request for contributions to a Summer Celebration. 
We’d love to receive your favourite text or image image on the 
theme of Nature or The Environment.  It might be a poem, 
newspaper article, song, photo, or artwork.  There is a box at 
the back of the church where you can leave your contribution. 

The Regular Church Week: 
  Mondays:  

• Silent Prayer at 7.30am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 
9518, Passcode: Prayer) 

• Coffee Morning & Singalong from 10.30-12noon every 
Monday in the church.  Drop by for coffee, cake, 
conversation and song!  Contact Malcolm Atkins: 
malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

  Tuesdays 
• Silent Prayer in the church at 8am 
• Morning Prayer in the church at 8.30am 

  Wednesdays 
• Silent Prayer at 7.30am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 
9518, Passcode: Prayer) 

• Church open for all, 10am-12noon 
  Thursdays 

• Silent Prayer in the church at 8am 
• Morning Prayer in the church at 8.30am 
• Contemplative Silent Prayer fortnightly at 7pm on zoom 
(Meeting ID: 883 3649 7470, Passcode: Thursdays) – 
contact vicar@littlemorechurch.org for specific dates. 

• Littlemore Friendship Group, second Thursday of each 
month at 10am in the church 

  Fridays 
• Silent Prayer at 7.30am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 
9518, Passcode: Prayer) 

  Saturdays 
• Men’s Breakfast 9-10am: second Saturday each month for a 
Full English (suggested donation only £5) in the church – 
please contact julian.armitstead@btinternet.com if you’d 
like to come, as we need to know rough numbers. 

  Sundays 
• Dwelling in the Word at 9.30am in the Crypt 
• Eucharist Service at 10am in the church or on Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 853 9014 0153, Passcode: Eucharist) 

Special Events: 
• Shrove Tuesday: Come and join us for crafts and pancakes in 
church! Tuesday 1st March, time tbc (please check website). 

• Ash Wednesday Service: 2nd March, 7pm: in church. 
• Mothering Sunday: Sunday 27th March, 10am: in church. 
• Palm Sunday Service: 10th April: details to be confirmed. 
• Maundy Thursday Service: Join us for a meal, foot washing 
and vigil. Thursday 14th April, 7.30pm: in church 

• Good Friday Service: Friday 15th April, 2pm: in church 
• Easter Sunday Service: Sunday 17th April, 10am in the church 
• Easter Egg Hunt: Pop along to the church for some Easter 
crafts and an egg hunt!  Sunday 17th  April, 3pm; in church. 

Music: The Newman Concert Series: 
The Newman Concert Series draws on Oxford-based 
musicians, and promises to make the most of the exceptional 
acoustic and flexible space of the new building.  Concerts 
start at 6pm and last about an hour, after which a glass of 
wine and refreshments will be served.  The concerts are free 
with a suggested donation of up to £10 for those who would 
like to make a contribution.  All proceeds will be towards the 
work of the church in the community.                 

Eve McWilliam 

 
LITTLEMORE BAPTIST CHURCH 
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CHURCH NOTICES



TURN A LITTLE WILD 
The Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust which is based here in 
Littlemore, is running Zoom sessions whose subjects include 
Wilding Yourself & Your Neighbourhood, Nature & Wellbeing, 
and Wildlife Activities on Your Doorstep. 
The webinars are for absolutely anyone who loves nature, who 
loves wildlife, and wants to do their bit to help restore nature in 
our area.  They're aimed at beginners, so you don't need any 
expertise. They'll be talking about things as simple as planting 
flowers for pollinators, good places to go for a wild walk, and 
interesting insects that you can look out for on your travels. 
The philosophy at the heart of Team Wilder is that by taking 
just one action for nature, no matter how small, everyone can 
make a real, meaningful impact, and invite more wildlife back 
into our lives. 
To find out more go to bbowt.org.uk/team-wilder 
Team Wilder Webinars: Thursdays: 7.30-.30pm 
*17 Feb - Wilding Yourself and Your Neighbourhood 

What is wilding? Join us as we look at what wilding is, why it’s 
important and how you can re-wild yourself! We all need more 
nature everywhere. This event will look at how wildling can be 
part of the solution, and will include an opportunity to ask 
your questions to our panel. 
Book at: https://www.bbowt.org.uk/events/2022-02-17-
wilding-yourself-and-your-neighbourhood 

*24 February - Nature and Wellbeing 
Join our wellbeing expert as we look at the benefits of nature 
for our wellbeing, and how you can make the most of 
spending time outside. No matter how long you’ve got – 5 
minutes, an hour or a day, there are lots of ways to make the 
most of it and get your vitamin N(ature)! This event will 
include an opportunity to ask your questions to our panel. 
Book at: https://www.bbowt.org.uk/events/2022-02-24-
nature-and-wellbeing 

*3 March - Wildlife Activities on Your Doorstep 
Looking for something to do outside? Join us as we pick the 
brains of our panel and look at a range of great activities you 
can try when you are out and about! We’ll have ideas for 
everyone, whatever your age! This event will include an 
opportunity to ask your questions to our panel. 
Book at: https://www.bbowt.org.uk/events/2022-03-03-
wildlife-activities-your-doorstep 

*10 March - Love Your Local Wildlife 
Join us for a look at the wildlife that is around us on a daily 
basis.  We’ll take a look at some of fascinating creatures that 
you might encounter when out and about and answer your 
questions about how you can help local wildlife. This event 
will include an opportunity to ask your questions to our panel. 
Book at: https://www.bbowt.org.uk/events/2022-03-10-love-
your-local-wildlife 

For more information about all of BBOWT’s upcoming events 
visit bbowt.org.uk/events. 

Pete Hughes, Communications, BBOWT 

————————————————————————————- 
**STOP PRESS! DESMOND TUTU AND PEERS SCHOOL 
Peers used to organise pupil exchanges with African students 
and a grateful Desmond Tutu the school visited: do you have 
any memories of this that you might share?  Please contact me: 
editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.                                    Ed 

LITTLEMORE LINGO 
Miss E D Herschel recorded the following dialect words in use 
in Littlemore in around 1900, at the turn of the 20th century.  
See if you can work out what they mean.  Each has a contextual 
clue which might or might not be helpful. 

Find the solutions on the next page.  

1. Find on it 
The doctor said she would find on it when it was damp 
weather… 

2. Gallanting 
We went gallanting from house to house today… 

3. King       
He’s a king today…  

4. Latte-math 
It’s a great mistake to let the stock feed after the latte-
math is taken off… 

5. Laylock  
Twilight was sweet with the smell of laylock and freshly 
turned earth… 

6. Leer  
They says it makes you feel leer if you drinks too much 
tea…  

7. Mammered, Maggified  
I’m right mammered and maggified… 

8. Nointer 
They tells me he was the biggest young devil in Hinksey – 
a regular nineter, but I says ‘It’s the wildest colts as makes 
the tamest osses…’ 

9. Pug-hunting   
Let’s be off round the fields pug hunting. 

10.Gloughty 
If she don’t have things like the others, she don’t say 
nothing but she do look gloughty. 

Mary Steele 
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THE TRUSTEES OF LITTLEMORE VILLAGE HALL 
SEEK A VOLUNTARY TREASURER 

  

The main responsibility is to keep accounts of the Village Hall 
financial activities by collecting and recording payments from 
our customers and checking that accounts have been paid.   

You would liaise with our bookings manager. 
Average hours per week: one. 

Necessary qualification: numeracy and experience with  
an Excel spreadsheet. 

If you’d like to know more, please contact Claire Drinkwater: 
c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com



ARE YOU NEW TO OXFORD AND TO LITTLEMORE? 
GO Active is here to help everyone in Oxfordshire get moving. 
The website at www.getoxfordshireactive.org provides links to 
wide range of physical activity opportunities from across the 
county. 
GO Active Families brings together information about ways in 
which families can spend time together, move more, and have 
fun in Oxford City.  See: www.oxford.gov.uk/goactivefamilies.   

Daily Information www.dailyinfo.co.uk is a great resource, too!  

LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY 
Our club waters are on the River Thames at Sandford, Sandford 
Lock and Rose Island at Kennington, all prolific stretches for 
Match, Specimen and Pleasure Angling  The Society is also 
affiliated to Oxford & District Anglers Association and our 
membership includes full use of their waters.  These include 
Clifton Hampden, Medley, Channel, Folly Bridge, Donnington 
and Iffley on the River Thames.  Please remember: there is no 
night fishing on any ODAA waters. (See maps at http://
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk/odaawaters.htm.) 
Membership also includes:  

• 6 miles of the Oxford Canal from Heyford to Bletchingdon  
• short stretches of the River Cherwell at Bletchingdon and 
Kirtlington 

• Hinksey Lake in Oxford 
With the kind permission of Thames Valley Angling Association, 
Littlemore Angling Association Members can now fish their 
stretch of water at Weirs Mill Stream at Donnington.  This 
includes the weir off Weirs Lane. 
With the kind permission of Reading & District Angling 
Association, Littlemore Angling Association Members can now 
fish their stretch of water at Sandford (Big Weir, Kennington 
side) and also the Thames at Northmoor (subject to availability). 
Maps of all these waters can be found on various links on our 
website at http://www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk or please 
contact me:  alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 07789 334 710. 

Alan Campbell 

Below: Watery Card Collagraphs: Ed 
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LITTLEMORE LINGO 
answers! 
1. to feel the effects of. 
2. to go round from house to 

house with May garlands. 
3. used of children who have 

been ill and are much 
better again. 

4. the after-math or 2nd crop of 
hay. 

5. lilac - both the colour and 
the shrub. 

6. used to express a sinking 
feeling or being exhausted. 

7. confused and bewildered. 
8. pronounced nineter it 

means obstinate – worse 
than ‘ock’ard. 

9. to beat hedges for birds. 
10. glum

tea, cake, conversation, 
an opportunity to meet your parish councillors 

and to do a little shopping 
(*February: books & cards   *March: plant sale) 

all are welcome! 
!  

organised by Littlemore Village Hall Committee: 
to join, or to help, please contact  

c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 

Saturdays 5th Feb & 5th March 
2.30-4.30pm

LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY: REMAINING FIXTURES: 2021-2022 

Date Fixture Competition Venue Draw/Fish Times

February

6th M Whipp Cup Prior Cup Holme Grange D 8.00 / F 10-3pm

20th Chairman's Cup Winter 
League  Thames Donnington Up D 7.30 / F 9-2pm

March

6th Sumner Cup Winter 
League  Thames, Sandford D 7.30 / F 9-2pm

13th Canal Cup Prior Cup Red Lion Bridge, 
Marsworth D 7.30 / F 9-2pm
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2021 -2 Council Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart            2021-2 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr David Henwood 

MEMBERS 

Cllr Susie Aldridge  Cllr Michele Paule Cllr Maggie Willis 

Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Janice Pullen  
Cllr Michael Evans  Cllr Anna Railton  

Cllr David Henwood Cllr Sue Stewart 7 vacancies 

COMMITTEES 

Amenities Committee Planning Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: David Henwood Chair: Jan Pullen Chair: Maggie Willis  

Members Members Members 

Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge 
Tiago Corais Michael Evans Michael Evans 
Sue Stewart Sue Stewart David Henwood 

Maggie Willis 
Michael Evans 

 Sue Stewart 

WORKING GROUPS 

Climate & 
Biodiversity 

Community 
Engagement Neighbourhood Plan Small Grants Transport & 

Connectivity I T 

Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge Tiago Corais Susie Aldridge Tiago Corais (L) David Henwood 
Tiago Corais Janice Pullen (L) Maggie Willis (L) Anna Railton Michael Evans Anna Railton (L) 

Janice Pullen Sue Stewart  Sue Stewart Anna Railton  
Anna Railton (L)   Maggie Willis (L)   

      
Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

Membership of all working groups is open to the public: please contact the lead member to express your interest. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Post Vacant.  However, you can still write to the whole Parish Council via the Clerk: via email at: clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk or  
by letter to Littlemore Parish Council, The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, Oxford OX4 6JZ. 

 
Assistant Clerk: Daniela Harrison: email asstclerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
If you wish to contact individual Councillors, here are their preferred contact details: 

Cllr Susie Aldridge susie.aldridge@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Janice Pullen jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Anna Railton anna.railton@littlemoreparishcouncoil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr David Henwood david.henwood@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk  telephone: 01865 711 332 

Cllr Michele Paule michele.paule@oxfordshire.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

    
    

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are held at Edith Kempson Community Hall , Chapel Lane, OX4 4QB from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month 
except August.  Numbers are limited, so if you wish to attend, please contact the clerk in advance.  For news about the meetings, and 

minutes of meetings, please contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 



WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL?   
We would like to co-opt some new members.  We are looking 
for people who are keen to help the local community and use 
their skills to benefit all.  If you have technical knowledge, 
information technology training, or expertise in project 
management, finances, writing, or anything else we would like 
to hear from you.  Please send a letter of application telling us 
why you would like to help and what you can offer to 
clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.  You can also send a CV if 
you wish.  Closing date for applications is Monday 28 February 
and shortlisted applicants will be invited for interview in March.  

 Cllr Sue Stewart, Chair 
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PLANNING MATTERS: MAJOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
If you can use the internet and wish to be kept abreast of planning proposals in the neighbourhood, put ‘oxford planning portal’ 

into your search engine.  A page inviting you to view and comment on planning applications should be on the list. 
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20066/planning_applications/328/view_and_comment_on_planning_applications 

You can search for planning applications (they are laid out on a map to help you), have your say, and follow their progress.   
Even better, you can also register your postcode with Planning Finder, and ask to be sent weekly updates for the area you choose.  

To comment without using the internet write to Planning, Oxford City Council SA 0.2, St Aldate’s Chambers, 109 St Aldate's, 
Oxford, OX1 1DS: remember to quote the reference.

UPDATE: 21/03328/OUTFUL 
Northfield House, off Sandy Lane West, OX4 6LD 
*BAMPTON CLOSE: www.oxford.gov.uk/northfieldhostel  
61 new homes: see LITTLEMORE LOCAL 441.   
The online window for comments opened and closed over the Christmas break.  It 
is not too late to write to the Planning department, quoting the above reference. 
• About 24 comments objecting to the development were 
submitted to OCC via its website: one resident wrote in to 
support the commitment to proving social housing, with no 
comment specific to this site.  The residents around Sandy 
Lane West prepared a petition with 150 signatories against 
what they see as over development: they petitioned the Parish 
Council which held a virtual meeting to gather their views: 
these were included in the submitted Parish objection: see 
edited comments below: 
The height of the development will adversely affect privacy 
and light for existing residents of Bampton Close. 
The increased density of vehicles leaving Bampton Close for 
Sandy Lane West with limited visibility will create safety risks 
for both pedestrians & drivers.  
The number of parking spaces is fewer than the number of 
houses to be constructed: this will impact parking elsewhere.  
The removal of a substantial number of mature trees and their 
replacement by young plants will have a negative impact on 
Carbon absorption, noise reduction and biodiversity. 
Though provision of safe cycle lanes along Sandy Lane is 
referenced, nothing substantial has been proposed for 
improvements to services, to infrastructure, or to road & 
transport networks.  

UPDATE: New Pavilion & Workshop HERSCHEL CRESCENT 
with improvements to fields to provide 2 football pitches: 
This is a project developed by the previous Pavilion Working 
Group of Littlemore Parish Council: see LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
issue 435.  They submitted drawings & a proposal to Oxford 
City Council for pre-planning discussions for a project to cost 
an estimated £280,000-£310,000: the idea was to use steel, 
and provide a flat roofed building, but OCC has now said these 
are unsuitable.  This pre-planning hiccup is giving the present 
Parish Council an opportunity to consult residents about 
whether this single focus is an appropriate use of substantial 
funds.  Look out for a questionnaire in the next issue.   

UPDATE: 21/03114/CT3 Lanham Way, off Sandford Road, OX4 
4PU (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 439) 
Erection of 14 affordable dwellings on a former workshop site. 
The online window for comments opened and closed over the Christmas break.  It 
is not too late to write to the Planning department, quoting the above reference. 
• A goodly number of LM residents objected online.  One 
resident wrote in to support Oxford City’s commitment to 
proving social housing, with no comment specific to this site. 

• Thames Valley Police raised significant concern that the 
application will not meet the requirements of the National 
Planning Policy Framework 2021 (para 92b, 112c and 130f) which 
outlines the government’s commitment to creating safe & 
accessible environments where crime, disorder, & the fear of 
crime do not undermine quality of life & community cohesion. 

• Littlemore Parish Council objected on grounds including: 
restricted access (Lanham way is a private/unadopted road so 
motor vehicle access has to be via Medhurst Way whose 
junction with Sandford Road is already dangerous 
density of buildings & inadequate number of parking spaces 
the Parish is being overburdened with new developments: as 
usual there is no mention of infrastructure projects to 
accompany the large increase in population and traffic.  

UPDATE 21/02984/CT3: 17 New Parking Spaces  
on the grassy play area within the railings of the flats at 28-50 St 
Nicholas Rd & 2-24 Grange Rd: the online window for 
comments has opened and closed but it is not yet decided so it 
is still possible to write in by letter.  Six objections to the loss of 
green space were submitted online: no local residents appear 
to have voted in favour. 

LOOK OUT FOR… 
…there isn't room here to draw readers’ attention to an increasing 
number of applications to change homes into Houses of Multiple 
Occupation: if it interests you, sign into the Oxford Planning Portal. 

STILL PENDING: 
*RAILWAY LANE: 91 homes: see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 437 & 438 
This proposal has stimulated the formation of an Action Group which is 
canvassing Councillors (see front page). 

*PLANS FOR OUR LOCAL GREEN BELT: 3000 New Homes in Sandford 
www.oxfordsciencevillage.com: see issues 437 & 442 of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL: this is SODC so will not appear on the City Planning Website.

The copy deadline for the April/May issue is midnight on Thursday 10th March: the electronic copy will be published on Monday 14th.   
If you wish to receive a copy deadline reminder, or get the news sheet by email please contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

MIGHT YOU HELP? 
The Parish Council needs new people to help deliver the 

print issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
to every home in Littlemore 6 times a year. 

It’s an infrequent but predictable task.   
Please contact Cllr Sue Stewart on 01865 711 332 

sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.


