
TOA 10- 
10 key messages for the week in 10 minutes 

9 November 2020



Dear Parents / Carers,

This week our school has officially joined River Learning Trust.  We have been receiving 
support from RTL for some time now, and their work, alongside that of our staff, has been 
instrumental in rapidly improving our school.

The trust are committed to excellence in education, and allow staff and students to benefit 
from working in partnership with a wide group of schools, so that best practice can be shared.     

I am confident that with their support we will continue to drive improvement in all areas and 
celebrate success. 

With Best Wishes  

Mrs Ward 



Support for Parents- 
Free online course from Oxfordshire Adult Learning  

Keeping up with the children in maths (three sessions)- Friday 13th November, Friday 20th November 
and Friday 27th November 12:30pm to 2:15 pm

● To help parents to improve their own maths, particularly in relation to everyday life.
● To share ideas about how we can use everyday maths at home to encourage our children’s 

learning
● To find out about and practise what is taught in maths lessons in Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 

and Key Stage 2.

To sign up for this course, please contact the family learning lecturer:
Tony Payne  tony.payne@abingdon-witney.ac.uk



Parent question of the week:
How do you decide who needs to self isolate if there is a case of Covid 
in school?

-Year 8 parent
As a school, we have a responsibility to work with Public Health England to keep our community as safe as 
possible during this time.

When there is a confirmed case in school, the Headteacher speaks to the local health team, and shares detailed 
information such as seating plans, timetables and how our risk assessment operates.  The health professionals 
then make decisions about who should self isolate.  We act on this advice immediately.  

When there is a confirmed positive case of Covid 19 that involves close contacts in school, we will always 
communicate openly with you.  That is why all parents were sent a letter last week.  Last week’s case was our 
first confirmed case.  

You can help us to keep everyone safe by monitoring your child for symptoms, telling the school immediately if 
your child tests positive for Covid 19, and trusting that we will tell you if someone is positive.  It is unfortunate and  
challenging for the school when untrue rumours about positive cases are shared, as it makes children and 
families feel anxious.  



Attendance Update
Currently whole school attendance 
(years 7-13) is 90%

Our school attendance target is 95% or better 
(National average) 

Our school remains open despite the national 
lockdown.  Thank you for ensuring that your child 
attends school as normal if they remain well. 



Artist of the Term
For Celebration

Congratulations to Aliyah in year 11, 
who is our Artist of the Term.  

    

 



After school Clubs Timetable
For information

We are continuing to offer after school clubs, because these help our parents with work commitments and offer respite care 
and support for our students. 

All clubs start after school and finish at 4pm.
Students taking part in football are asked to bring shin pads and boots.

Year group bubbles will be maintained during all after school clubs.  



Christmas Card Competition

For Celebration

Every Thursday in November, students will be given the opportunity to design a 
Christmas Card during form time, using our theme titles. 

The twelve winning designs will be printed on the front of the school Christmas 
card.  The 12 runner up designs will be showcased on the school website. 

Parents and staff will have the opportunity to show their Christmas and TOA spirit 
by purchasing cards from our school.  100% of the profits will go to a charity 
chosen by the winning artists.

 



This Week in TOA (WEEK B):
For information

● ALL WEEK: 
○ Mega Credits rewards continue for years 7-9- this week’s focus ‘Respect for the 

Environment and the Classroom’
○ Year 11 assessments continue all week. Thank you for encouraging revision

● Tuesday, 12th Nov
○ Christmas Card Making Competition

● Wednesday, 11th Nov
○ Remembrance Day will be marked with a minute of silence at 11:09.

● Friday, 13th Nov
○ Christian Union Meeting for year 11 at lunchtime

Please follow ‘The Oxford Academy’ on Facebook to receive 
updates, information and good news from the academy. 

 



Concerned about Bullying?  

TOA Tell Us, our new anti-bullying website, is the place for parents and students to find 
out information about bullying and where to go for help.  Students can also report any 
incidents of bullying through a confidential form.  

The website is linked from the school homepage or can be found here:

https://sites.google.com/theoxfordacademy.org/toatellus

Safeguarding 

https://sites.google.com/theoxfordacademy.org/toatellus

