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Uniform

1. Aims, purpose and rationale

Uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of the Academy and setting an
appropriate tone. Most schools and academies in England have a uniform or a dress
code and other rules on appearance. The Department for Education strongly encourages
schools to have a uniform as it can instil pride, support positive behaviour and discipline,
encourage identity with, and support for, the school/academy ethos, ensure students of
all races and backgrounds feel welcome, protect children from social pressures to dress
in a particular way and nurture cohesion between different groups of students. Above all,
many schools believe that school uniform supports effective teaching and learning.

This policy has been created after consultation with parents and students within the
academic year of 2020-21 and we have considered the Education act 2021 on the
guidance about costs of school uniforms. This policy factors in the financial implication of
students wearing uniform. Where possible parents/carers are able to purchase items
from high street alternatives that may be more affordable. The Oxford Academy prides
itself as a uniform school and therefore provides free items when students enroll within
Year 7 for a September start. We also acknowledge costs of replacing uniform as
students grow, therefore we encourage students, parents and carers to use our uniform
exchange scheme where good quality items can be exchanged for like items in a different
size.

2. DfE Guidance

DfE guidance states that the essential factor to be taken into consideration when
determining uniform policy is that schools should act “fairly and reasonably”, bearing in
mind their duties under the Human Rights Act 1998 and anti-discrimination legislation.

3. General Uniform

It is very important that all students follow the uniform guidance below. We are providing
very clear guidelines so that there cannot be no doubt as to what is expected.

Students are expected to adhere and follow these guidelines at all times during the
school day and whilst attending clubs, trips and sporting events.

Every student in Year 7-11 is expected to wear either full Academy Uniform or full
Academy PE kit. Academy PE kit is only to be worn when the student has timetabled PE
lessons.
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Academy Uniform

● Blazer embroidered with TOA logo*
● White collared shirt
● Academy tie*
● Blue TOA V-neck jumper (optional)
● Plain black tailored trousers or knee length skirt
● Plain black tights (optional)
● Black shoes (plain polishable with a low heel. No trainers, boots, sandals, canvas shoes

or high heels)
● Underlayers (optional)

Note: Shirts will be tucked into trousers/skirts at all times and top buttons will be done up

Academy PE Kit

The uniform adopted by the Academy also includes clothing required for Physical
Education (PE). In determining the kit for PE/Games, the Academy has adopted a
sensitive, flexible approach bearing in mind the equalities issues outlined in the DfE
guidance. There is some evidence to suggest that participation and enjoyment of sport is
enhanced where students feel comfortable about their PE clothing.

The Academy has chosen a PE/games uniform which is practical, comfortable and
appropriate to the activity involved.
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● 1 x Polo shirt embroidered with logo*
● 1 x Fleece top (optional)
● Trainers
● Black TOA shorts
● Black TOA tracksuit bottoms* (to be worn by all students from September 2022 onwards)
● Underlayers such as vests (optional, must be plain black or blue if visible for example

long sleeved tops), leggings are not to be worn under shorts

*These items are provided free of charge when students start at The Oxford Academy in
September of Year 7.

Any item that is worn and is not part of the Academy’s uniform or PE kit requirements will be
confiscated and returned to the student at the end of the day. Repeated offences will result in
parents/carers collecting such items from the school in person.

4 Additional details

4.1 Jewellery and Make-up

Students must not wear expensive jewellery. One ring only is permitted. Necklaces and
chains must be kept to the minimum. One set of stud earrings are permitted in the ear (1
earring in each ear).

Jewellery and watches should all be removed for PE lessons.

Coloured nail polish, false nails and excessive make-up including false eye lashes are
not permitted.

Facial or nose studs and body piercings are not allowed. Any new piercing that needs to
take place must be completed during school holidays to allow time for healing.

Hairstyles must be appropriate for Academy life, ie no shaved designs and/or unnatural
colours.

Long hair must be tied back within PE and other practical subjects such as DT and
Science.

Caps are not part of the Academy uniform and must not be worn within the confines of
the Academy unless outside during Summer Uniform, see below.
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4.2 Seasonal variations

An anorak, coat or waterproof coat is advised and can be worn during colder weather –
hoodies and tracksuit tops are not permitted.

Outdoor garments such as coats, scarves and gloves must be removed when indoors
and in classrooms.

If there is heavy snow/rain or forecast of heavy snow/rain, students will be permitted to
attend school in suitable heavy footwear such as boots and wellies.

4.3 Summer Uniform

The headteacher may outline a time within the summer term and for the interest of
student well-being and comfort that a summer uniform will be in place.
From this date, students will not be required to wear their Oxford Academy blazer.
Students should not replace their blazer with alternative items. If a coat is to be worn then
it must still be worn over a blazer.
When outside students can wear a hat to prevent UV radiation and sun stroke. Students
are encouraged to bring sunscreen for use prior to going outside.

4.4 Medical and SEN considerations

For any medical or special educational need we will consider how best we can meet the
needs and requirements of the students' individual situation. Therefore we would ask that
all queries are raised to your child’s head of year. From here we will be able to make
temporary adjustments and ensure uniform passes are issued.

5. Cultural, Race and Religious Considerations

While students must adhere to the Academy’s Uniform Policy, the Academy will
endeavour to be considerate to the needs of different cultures, races and religions.

Plain dark coloured hijabs, skull caps or turbans may be worn. The Academy will make
reasonable allowances for any other religious symbols or headwear at our discretion.
Parents can request such allowances by contacting the headteacher.

Various religions require their adherents to conform to a particular dress code, or to
otherwise outwardly manifest their belief. Some religions require adherents to wear or
carry specific religious artefacts, others may hold a belief that they should not cut their
hair and a number of religions require their followers to dress modestly, for example, by
wearing loose fitting clothing or covering their head.
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The Governing Board recognises that it may be possible for many religious requirements
to be met within the Uniform policy and that the Academy will act reasonably in
accommodating religious requirements. 

However, in fulfilling its obligations, the Academy may at times have to balance the rights
of individual students against the best interests of the Academy community as a whole.

6. Gender and Sex Discrimination Considerations

The Academy will ensure that its Uniform policy does not discriminate on the grounds of
gender. For example, females will normally be allowed to wear trousers. The Academy’s
uniform rules will not disadvantage one gender compared with the other.

7. Pupil non-compliance

Teachers can discipline pupils for breaching the school’s rules on appearance or uniform.
This is carried out in accordance with the Academy's published engagement for learning
(behaviour) policy.

A head teacher, or a person authorised by the head teacher, may ask a pupil to go home
briefly to remedy a breach of the Academy’s rules on appearance or uniform. This is not
an exclusion but an authorised absence. However, if the pupil continues to breach
uniform rules in such a way as to be sent home to avoid school, or takes longer than is
strictly necessary to effect the change, the pupil’s absence may be counted as an
unauthorised absence. In either case the pupil’s parents must be notified and the
absence should be recorded. Where this is not possible and will have a considerable
impact on learning, we will be able to issue a temporary uniform pass to the student.

8. Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

The Governing Board will review this policy at least every two years and assess its
implementation and effectiveness. The policy will be promoted and implemented
throughout the Academy.
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